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PUBLIC HEARING 

U. S . AIR FORCE F- 35A TRAINING BASING 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE 

February 7 , 2012 

6 : 00 p . m. 
Weed Commun i ty Center 

16 Weed Road 
Weed , New Mexico 

REPORTED BY : Rose C . Harms , RPR , NM CCR #54 
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A P PEA RAN C E S 

Hearing Officer : 

COLONEL RON GREGORY 

For the Air Force : 

COLONEL KEVIN HUYCK 
Vice Commander , 49th Wing 
Holloman Air Force Base , New Mexico 

MAJOR BR I AN MacFARLAND 
Air Education and Training Command 

MR . DAVID MARTIN 

MS . KIM FORNOF 

Also Present : 

MR . ZACH RILEY 
Field Representa t ive , Congressman Pearce 

MS . ELIZABETH DRIGGERS 
Fi eld Representative , Senator Uda l l 

MS . DARA PARKER 
Field Representative , Senator Bingaman 

MR . RONNY RARDIN 
Otero County Commiss i on 

Community Speakers : 

Ross Cunn i ngham 
El l en Kazor 
Tom Smith 
Wa l t Coffman 
Don Tracy 
Stephen Cook 
Sandra Hunt 

Rob Shepl er 
Jeff Duncan 
John Conner 
Tom Ward 
Jennifer Fountain 
Less Rinderknecht 
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3000 HO Ross Cunningham 

Page 3 Page 4 

1 I N D E X 1 PRO C E E DIN G S 
Page 

2 2 COLONEL GREGORY : This public hearing into 
Opening Remarks by Colonel Gregory 6 

3 3 the proposed establishment of the Pilot Training Center 
Presentation by Colonel Huyck 9 

with the F- 35A training aircraft is convened for the 
Presentation by Major MacFarland 

5 
12 

5 purpose of taking Mr . Cunningham ' s statement . 
Presentation by Mr . Martin 

6 
14 

6 He arrived early this evening and is unable to 

Public Comment By : 
7 7 stay , but he wants to get his comment on the record , and 

Ms . Kazor 
8 

26 , 44 , 68 8 so that ' s why we ' re doing this a little bit out of order 

Mr . Smith 
9 

29 , 49 , 65 9 here . We want to give him a chance to make his comment 

Mr . Coffman 32 , 46 , 59 , 71 10 on the record . 
10 

Mr . Tracy 35 , 62 11 So the hearing is convened for that purpose , and 
11 

Mr . Cook 36 , 54 , 63 12 I ' ve explained to Mr . Cunningham that I ' ve got to treat 
12 

Ms . Hunt 39 , 67 13 him like all other speakers , and we ' ll do it in three 
13 

Mr . Shepler 40 14 minutes , and the floor is yours , sir. 
14 3000 HO 

Mr . Duncan 41 15 MR . CUNNINGHAM : Thank you . I want to say 
15 

Mr . Riley 49 16 we appreciate the service you do and the work that all 
16 

Mr . Conner 51 17 of our servicemen are doing. We encourage the testing 
17 

Mr. Ward 54 , 74 18 of this airplane . We don ' t feel that that ' s the 

18 
Ms. Fountain 58 19 problem . 

19 
Mr . Rinderknecht 69 

-
We 20 What we have a problem with is , we ' re rural . 

20 
Separate Comment By : 

21 have livestock, horses. They get spooked quite easily 

21 
Mr . Cunningham 

22 
Mr. Duncan 75 

BI-I 

22 whenever there are unannounced flyovers . I am concerned 

23 specifically for Camp of the Tall Pines . They do quite 

23 24 a bit of work with cancer kids . They bring them up , and 
Reporter ' s Certificate 78 

24 25 they mount them on horses . 
25 
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These children are already sick , so they don ' t 

J
BI-' 
cont'd want the horses spooked while the kids are on them, 

basically . That ' s the whole concern , because , 
-

obviously , these are unexperienced riders . Therefore , 

if there is going to be a flyover , we would hope that we 

would get somewhat of an advanced warning , even just a 

notice , so that all of us could check in . For example , 
00-5 

perhaps between 8 : 00 and 10 : 00 in the morning , or 

whatever times , there might be a sonic boom. That way 

we could be better prepared to help hold or restrain 

horses , you know , keep children away from dangerous 

areas . _ 

I know it ' s probably impossible to get kind of a 

heads up , but we ' re hoping for something like that . 

That ' s all I have to say . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : All right . Let me close 

this out by giving you some information that I will give 

everyone else . As you saw , your comments are recorded 

verbatim . They ' ll be included in the final published 

version of the Environmental Impact St atement . Your 

name will be included , along with your comments . Your 

personal home address and phone number will not be 

published , obviously. 

And one more point : If you think of something 

else that you would like to add to your comments , you 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 
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can submit your comments in writing either tonight or by 

fax , e - mail , anytime by March 14th , 2012 . That ' s the 

deadline. You can speak with the lady out there at the 

registration desk . She may have already given you a 

comment form and an information sheet that tells you 

where to send your comments . And , again , the deadline 

for that is March 14th of this year if you have 

something else you would like to add . 

MR . CUNNINGHAM : Thank you. 

COLONEL GREGORY : We ' ll adjourn this part of 

it . 

(Recess taken from 5:13 p.m. to 6 : 00 p . m. , 

and the formal hearing began as follows : ) 

COLONEL GREGORY : The time is now 6 : 00 p . m. 

We ' ll go ahead and start the formal part of tonight ' s 

hearing . Thanks for coming out tonight to this public 

hearing for the F- 35A Training Basing Environmental 

Impact Statement. That ' s a mouthful. " EIS " is commonly 

said . You ' ve probably seen that abbreviation . 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER : I can ' t hear you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Having trouble hearing? 

Let ' s see . Sorry about that . We ' ll take it from the 

top . 

Thanks for coming out tonight to this public 

hearing for the F- 35A training Environmental Impact 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 
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So this substantiates the first quote that 

information from the existing operation is unavailable _ 

So if , according to the draft EIS , information is 

unavailable , flight crews and maintenance personnel are 
NP-13 

still learning about the F- 35 , and the environmental 
conl'd 

analysis is based on modeling , please explain how this 

draft EIS meets NEPA ' s requirements for detailed study 

of the F- 35 and the potential environmental consequences 

of the proposed actions and its cumulative impacts_ 
-

Thank you _ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Thank you , ma ' am _ And , 

again, if that wasn ' t enough time , I think we ' re 

probably going to have time for a reattack later_ Just 

let me know if you ' d like to do that_ 

Our next speaker , Mr _ Tom Smith _ 
3002 HO 

MR _ SMITH : Thank you very much for the 

opportunity to talk with you _ First off , I ' m a military 

man myself , 13 years submarine service , teaching in a 

nuclear power school and operating submarines _ It ' s a 

noisy environment_ 

Also , I operate the Dark Ridge Observatory , which 

is an astronomical observatory here in the mountains , 

and as a result, I deal with scientific data , and I work 

with that extensively _ 

So I have a couple comments _ First off , since 
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I ' ve only got three minutes , I was going to talk about a 

few things such as countermeasures , but I ' ll leave that 

to another point or I ' ll write it down and write in _ 

That ' s a concern , however . 

The noise that we can expect in our mountains , 

that ' s a big deal to me because I was retired after 

operating power plants , both commercial and nuclear , 

both military and also commercial_ I think retirement 

for me is a big deal , and I did that after serving my 

stint with the military , which is a very good thing _ 

I ' m pro - military _ Do not take this away negatively_ I 

think we are the best in the world , and we can be the 

best in the world , but we have to be the most honest in 

the world too_ 

To that point , HO 18 , HO 2 _2 - 3 specifically 

states that in New Mexico there were 47 people who 

attended meetings , scoping meetings_ That ' s all_ I 

have a roster _ 84 people showed up here in this 

gymnasium in 2010 _ 

Noise , what does it mean? We don ' t really have -

any hard numbers from the military or in this EIS about 

the F- 35A _ We don ' t know what it ' s going to do at 100 NO-4 

feet above ground _ At 620 knots , that ' s pretty fast _ 

We don ' t know what it ' s going to do_ 
-

But here are the numbers that you might be 
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children are severely affected by noise levels over 

approximately 115 dB _ And they take into account the 

rise ; that is , as Tom just said , it ' s 30 dB right now , a 

plane goes over , it ' s 130 , so we ' ve got 100 dB rise in 

noise level , and that affects young children especially _ 

The same studies show that there ' s likely to be 

convulsions with babies when the noise levels are at 

this 115 dB plus _ They ' re ultrafast rise times _ 

And let me just say that the EIS , contrary to 

what Mr _ Martin said , is not comprehensive _ They lack 

noise data _ You saw some wonderful charts from the air 

bases, very detailed , and yet the MTRs, which take up 

more ground area -- and we're under an MTR right here --

there is no data _ There is one number for the MTRs _ 

What is that number? It ' s in the 60 dBs _ And that ' s 

an average number_ It ' s a DNL number_ They average , 

they filter out some noise _ 

Kind of boring stuff , but if you look at what the 

Department of Defense says about NEPA and about this 

process , they say that the Air Force needs to have that 

average that ' s a valid number and that the Air Force 

needs to show us a peak number , and then they need to 

characterize the noise environment_ 

So the Air Force has failed to show us a peak 

number _ I challenge anyone to find the Lmax number for 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 
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the MTRs we ' re under _ JNO-24 
conl'd 

In other EISs , the Air Force has divulged that 

this airplane is incredibly noisy_ There are lawsuits 

filed _ There are people in other countries that refuse 

to base the aircraft _ It ' s all on this noise issue _ 

It would be refreshing -- and I was very -

disappointed _ It would be refreshing if this EIS 

actually did a good job of analysis so that we could 

compare our alternatives _ I ' d like to be able to 

compare Arizona alternatives and Boise alternatives with NP-29 

Holloman _ But with the faulty information and the lack 

of information -- and I just highlighted one of them 

because I ' m out of time -- you cannot make a comparison_ 

I ' m just taking on noise right now _ -
-

There are other areas , such as flare use , that 

also have missing data that impact us , and everybody up 

here knows about the fire danger _ The Air Force plans 

to use probably a hundred tons -- ten to a hundred tons SA-8 

of flares over our mountains , and they don ' t really 

analyze the impact nor compare the impact on all the 

alternatives _ 
-

I ' m out of time _ I thank you very much _ I want 

to thank the Air Force for being here_ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Thanks , Mr _ Coffman _ 

That ' s C- o - f - f - m- a - n? 
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document up to an $18 , 000 loss in the property value of J 
my place . You know , roughly 9 percent loss , something ~o?:: 

like that. 
-

Okay . Let me move on from that . Since others 

alluded to flares , nobody has said a l ot of detail about 

flares . If this was a slide show , I would put up a 
SA-5 

slide that focused on a New York Times headline from 

2007 that basically reported on a story on pilot error 

in which an F- 16 flare started an 18 , 000 - acre fire. We 

know that potential is there . --
What I was blown out by , in looking at the 

technical details of the EIS, for a military operations 

area of about 2 , 000 square miles , in one year under 

Scenario H5 , 132 , 000 flares would be expected to be 

dropped . There ' s a number in Section 2 . 45 that I 

challenge the Air Force to fully document that basically 

says only one in 10 , 000 of these flares will fail to DO-7 

ignite and will be a dud . I ' m very skeptical of that 

number . If that number isn ' t right , we are in deep 

you- know- what around here. 

According to my calculations , even if we accept 

that number , that means under Scenario H5 , 13 to 14 duds 

end up on the ground in that area. Over the 3D - year 

lifetime , we ' ve got 400 of these strung out over an 
-

area . The potential for serious injury , even death , to lSA.5 
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firefighters , to people that ride ATVs , to hikers , to 

JSA-5 
cont'd 

children playing that stumble on one of these things . 
-

It ' s bad for us , folks. And that ' s using Air Force 

numbers . That means 999 , 000 of these flares work 

perfectly , and one fails . That ' s what they ' re assuming . DO-7 

These things have a plastic spring mechanism . I find it 

unbelievable that they ' re going with that , that they 

appear to be sticking with it . 
-
-

The other area I want to briefly comment on is 

the so- called no - action alternative . There is really a 

need for another alternative in this EIS . The 

alternative that I have in mind recognizes that our 

country ' s economic security is not what it was 10 years 

ago , okay? Ten years ago , when the F- 35 program was 

sort of approved by the Air Force higher- ups , our 

country was in much different economic shape than it is 

now . DO-5 

A recent article in The Atlantic about a year ago 

documented a $1 trillion cost of this program over its 

lifetime. If you divide that number by the roughly 100 

million American households , all of our households , it ' s 

costing us in taxes $10 , 000 a year . There ' s got to be a 

different way to do this . 

We ' ve got a $15 trillion , roughly , national debt . 

A trillion dollars added from this one program . Anyway , 
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the CBO proposal that came out in July last year , in 

response to critics like John McCain , suggested a 

scale- back program of having no F- 35s and beefing up the 

F- 16s , saving $260 billion _ That ' s over the life of the 

program _ That ' s what I ' d like to see the Air Force 

pursue in another alternative _ Thank you _ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Ms _ Sandra Hunt of Spirit 

Ranch _ 

MS_ HUNT: How many decibels do you think 

Steve just did? That ' s got to have been 70 , at least _ 

MR _ COOK: Sorry _ 

MS _ HUNT : I want to start with a question, 

because you alluded to that our comments would be 

" considered _" Are they going to be addressed or 

considered? Because I put in a lot of comments during 

the scoping session that were not addressed_ They might 

have been considered , but they weren ' t answered _ So are 

these going to be considered or answered? 

COLONEL GREGORY : Well , considered in the 

sense that they would become part of the final EIS and 

address your concerns _ 

MS _ HUNT: Okay _ So it will be addressed? 

COLONEL GREGORY : Should be_ 

MS _ HUNT : Could be? 

COLONEL GREGORY : Should be _ 
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MS _ HUNT : Should be _ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Big difference_ 

MS _ HUNT : Okay _ That ' s going to be in the 

comments _ Okay _ So my concern - - I ' ve got a lot of 
-

concerns , but one of my concerns that wasn ' t addressed 

in the EIS is the impact on the businesses that exist up 

here in the mountains _ We have a number of businesses 

that are based on retreats , on youth camps , on -- you 
SO-7 

know , just in addition to the -- we ' ve got a lot of 

astronomers ' locations , you know , observatories up here _ 

And so I didn ' t see anything in the EIS that addressed 

an impact on these businesses _ 

We have over 10 , 000 youth in the mountains here 

during the summer_ You know, how are they going to 

address the youth when they ' re doing 133 decibels? 

mean , you know , so I would like to see something in the 

EIS that addresses the impact on our businesses here in 

the mountains _ Thank you _ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Mr _ Rob Shepler _ 
3007 HO 

MR _ SHEPLER : I ' m Rob Shepler _ I live in 

Mayhill_ I ' ve been here for about three years _ My 

father fought in World War 11 _ My ex- father - in- Iaw 

trained at Holloman _ My son went through a youth 

program_ I ' m retired from teaching_ I support the 

military _ The military has touched probably everybody 
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nowhere comes this plane 500 feet above your head . 

What ' s your horse going to do , or what ' s your kid going 
SO·7 

to do? Are you going to be able to hear anything when cont'd 

it ' s done? I don ' t think so . The Air Force is telling 

us that there ' s going to be no economic impact because 

of that? have a word that I ' d choose to use right now -

if I didn ' t want to be polite , and it has to do with 

horse apples . That doesn ' t carry it , guys . 

There ' s going to be a significant economic impact -

on us with this . Property values , my wife and I retired 

and just invested most of what we had saved into our 

property here to build a new house . If this happens 

and we ' re under one of those MTRs -- 500 feet , 129 SO·1 

decibels , planes constantly coming over our house , who 

in their right mind is going to buy our property? I ' m 

not talking about for any price . I ' m talking about not 

buying the property at all . Our life savings are gone . 

That ' s not right . That ' s the Ai r Force -- if this goes = 
the way it ' s planned with Holloman being used , that ' s 

t he Air Force using weapons of war , multimillion- dollar 

weapons of war , in acts of aggression against us that 

will hurt us physically , that will hurt us economically GE·4 

in just about every way you can consider . This should 

not happen . We cannot afford to let this happen . We 

need to do everything within our power to see that the 
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F- 35s do not end up here . Thank you . JGE-4 
cont'd 

COLONEL GREGORY : Well , I ' ve called all the 

speaker cards that I have . Is there anyone who has not 

had a chance to speak yet who has decided they want to? 

Let me give you a chance first . Anyone? Just raise 

your hand , and we ' ll get you up here . 

All right . As promised , i s there anyone who has 

already spoken who would like to put another three 

minutes back on the clock , as they say in football? All 

right . Let ' s see . Let me just move left to right . How 

about that? I saw three hands . We ' ll get you all an 

additiona l three . 
3001 HO 

MS . KAZOR : Just very quickly , a couple of 

points that I was gleaning through my papers here . What 

I would -- oh , my name is Helen Kazor , K- a - z - o - r . What -

the noise contour map that was presented to the audience 

earlier this evening failed to include were our 
NO-38 

mountains . You have the Holloman Air Force Base , and 

you have White Sands , but there ' s nothing , nothing about 

our area on the noise contour map. 

So what I would like to see in the EIS and on 

this contour map is something a little bit more than 

decibel averages . I want to see a little bit more and 

little more quantitative metrics there , if poss i ble . 

The other thing that I think -- and this goes 
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damage . 

In the very fine print , you ' ll see a statement 

that says , " Oh , by the way , this chart only applies if 

the aircraft is flying in absolutely straight and level , 

no turns and no acceleration , no movement ." So just 

picture a training mission where the pilot doesn ' t touch 

the throttle and doesn ' t turn and so on . So it ' s silly . 

In fact , the F- 35 will maneuver . It will 

accelerate . If you read the fine print , it says , " Hey , 

NO·31 
cont'd 

guess what? When you accelerate , the overpressure is 

multiplied by two or five ," or if you believe NASA, 

their recent study , 10 . 

So let ' s just do that math real quick. If you ' re 

five pounds overpressure going straight and level , and 

you accelerate up through the sound barrier , and the 

overpressure is times 10, well , that will make for 50 

pounds per square foot on the ground . 

If you look at that chart , the same chart I just 

talked about for damage , guess what the top number is? 

Anybody know? It only goes to 10 , and it doesn ' t go 

over 10 , okay? So what it says is there will be damage . 
-

actually what this is called -- only affects a very 

Now , I have to say that a focused boom 1 
NO-25 

small area . It doesn ' t impact a huge area . But if your 

house or your property is under that little area , what 
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do you think the ramifications are of that 

50 - pound- per- square- foot boom? It ' s something to think 

about. So the EIS doesn ' t discuss that . They go into 

no detail about it . They don ' t tell us how many . 

The Air Force has plenty of information that NO·25 
cont'd 

shows the sonic boom tracks . They can , in fact , know 

where their planes are going to fly . They have data 

showing the patterns through the airspace used . They 

could tell us where these booms are going to land , but 

they have chosen not to . --
Furthermore , they don ' t show us those booms in 

the other alternatives , so we can ' t look to see , for 

example , if Boise has less of a problem with these 

focused booms than Holloman . NP-29 

Again , part of the EIS is to be able to compare 

alternatives. If we don ' t have the data , then we can ' t 

do that. 
-

I want to reiterate what Jeff said . I was 

embarrassed to read this document . It is fluff . There 

are very few hard numbers . It ' s a cut - and- paste job 

}_M from several other EISs . I ' m especially offended that 

specifically noisy , notably noisy aircraft , has 

virtually no noise information, no peak , no Lmax 

numbers , all averages . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Let me come back to you 
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be affected by this focused radio frequency? What 

frequency am I talking about? That ' s not even 

addressed , first off_ 

We live in a rural community _ We don ' t have the 
DO-13 

advantages of cable modem _ We don ' t have hard wire in a 
cont'd 

lot of cases _ We have to rely on what we ' ve got _ There 

are not a lot of us compared to the other voting 

populations down in Alamogordo , that ' s true , but we ' re 

significant_ Don ' t forget us , okay? 
-

I encourage everybody , as was stated before , to 

write your comments _ In the back of the room we ' ve got 

some question flyers with some bullet points and 

questions that might raise a little bit of interest in 

you _ I suggest you pick one up on your way out _ Please 

do document in writing what you want to discuss , what 

you want to say _ 

I ' ll , again , say the data in here is supposition , 
-

at its best _ There are facts about other things besides 

the F- 35A _ There are facts -- real nice facts about the 

16 and 22 , other planes_ There is no hard evidence on NP-13 

this plane and how it ' s going to operate _ That ' s all I 

want to say at this time _ Thank you _ -
COLONEL GREGORY : We have a new speaker , 

Mr _ Conner _ 
3010 HO 

MR _ CONNER : I wasn ' t going to say anything , 
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-

but I have a couple of questions and one comment _ was 

reading one of your force release numbers , 1201 - 08 , 

January of ' 12 _ It says , "The purpose of this project 

is to train pilots and personnel to safely and 

effectively operate the F- 35A aircraft _" Well , I ' m not 

too sure this is a good place to practice safety _ Just 

food for thought _ 

You know , I think when these corridors were 

originally developed , there were a lot less people 
SA-\ 

living in the mountains _ So that should be taken into 

consideration_ And that ' s from your own press release I 

was just reading from _ 

There is no doubt , fire and safety is our concern 

here_ Somebody talked about flares_ That was one of 

the things _ If we ' re talking about training people on 

safety , I ' m not sure this is a smart thing to do in the 

area that we have , as densely populated as it is now_ 

I know when I was a young man here , there wasn ' t anybody 

over here , but there ' s people here everywhere now _ Food 

for thought _ -
-

The EIS itself , I haven ' t real l y looked at it , 

but I ' ve heard some of these folks talk about it , Tom 

and some of these others , but there ' s no correlation -- NO-38 

as far as the studies being done , you can ' t correlate it 

to this mountain range _ Your decibel levels are going 
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to be higher too because of echoes in the canyon , and J 
those studies that were done weren ' t done , you know , in 

NO-3S 
cont'd 

the mountains. It doesn ' t say that , that I ' m aware of . 

So that ' s something you want to consider . 

-
Flight frequency as compared to the F- 22 , I ' d 

like to know what the difference is . The frequency in 

the flight that is going to take place , I don ' t know if 
DO-45 

it says that in the EIS or not , but it may . If it ' s 

increased , it ' s going to be a larger impact , not only 

for decibel levels but a lot of levels . 
-
-

There ' s no doubt in my mind that whatever comes 

out of this , we don ' t need to be flying around here in 

the middle of the night. You know , we ' re trying to 

sleep here . I don ' t think you ' re going to be flying 
NO-3 

over Alamogordo in the middle of the night . I mean , the 

public down there just isn ' t going to permit it , and 

there ' s no difference up here in the real sense , in the 

real world . 
-
-

From a livestock standpoint , I think we ' re all 

interested in t hat , especially us that have stock. But 

the EIS talks about in 1983 there ' s a study on dairy 

cattle , which don ' t even compare to ranch cattle , but SO-J7 

two in ten aborted , okay? Well , if you do that based 

upon a hundred head , we ' ll say , about everybody around 

here has got a hundred dead cows . You ' re talking about 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Page 54 

based on current market value of a loss of $11 , 000 a 

year , okay? That ' s something to consider . 

In 1994 , it said that the studies indicate that SO-J7 
cont'd 

three out of five aborted . That ' s pretty significant . 

Based upon a hundred head , again , that ' s a $66 , 000 loss 

of profit , okay? That ' s basically all I have to offer . 

-Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Mr . Tom Ward . 
3011 HO 

MR. WARD: My name is Tom Ward. I ' ve been 

-
up here for about 20 years . Last night , I had the 

privilege of talking to the mayor of Ruidoso Downs . As 

most of you know, that ' s where our big racetrack is . 

guess it ' s the basis of the economy there. Some of you 

should be aware that I think they passed a 50 - cents - per-

household tax just to help support it . SO-IS 

And we were discussing, so what are the effects 

of , you ' re trying to get the horses in the gate , and 

over comes a plane? You ' re in the middle of the race , 

and over comes a plane . Game ' s over . That ' s their 

whole that ' s their whole economy. So that ' s all I 

have . Thank you . -
COLONEL GREGORY : I think you ' re next . I 

don ' t have any new speakers. Okay. Three minute s on 

the clock for Mr . Cook . 

MR . COOK : Thank you . I want to just 
3005 HO 
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effects from the booms . We don ' t stay inside a lot out 

here unless it ' s real snowy and cold , and when you get 

kids out here in the summer , the whole point is to get NO·IS 
conf'd 

them outdoors . Our lives are spent a lot outdoors here , 

so the noise attenuation measures don ' t mean dip out 

here . -

That ' s really all I wanted to say . And really 

enjoyed going to summer camp when I was a kid I can ' t 1 
imagine kids being out here and dealing with ~onic booms 

EJ·2 
and possibly having to stay indoors more because they 

don ' t want to lose their hearing . So that was what 

struck me . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Any other new speakers? 

Anyone? Other reattack? 

3003 HO 
MR . COFFMAN: One more. 

COLONEL GREGORY : All right. You ' ve got 

time . 

MR . COFFMAN : I actually have about five 

hours of stuff . I ' ll try to summarize this . I ' m going 

to pick one of the other topics , and I ' m going to talk 

about the JAG Corps and the claims process . Throughout 

the EIS , you ' ll see references to claims . It sort of 

goes on. I ' ll paraphrase it : " Gee , if we fly over and 

blow your windows out or we kill your cows or whatever , 

all you have to do is call , and a friendly Air Force 
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person will take care of it for you ." 

And , indeed , I have to say I ' ve dealt with 

Holloman before . don ' t see her here , but they are 

very friendly and generally reasonably knowledgeable . 

But, unfortunately, statistics show that your success 

rate in that claims process is very low , and , in fact , 

unless you have a lot of money , you ' re not going to be 

very -- your chances of being successful are practically 

zero. 

The numbers are available. The JAG Corps keeps 

this pretty secret . I haven ' t seen anything published 

recently, but in the past , the numbers are -- anybody 

care to guess? Anybody? Okay . 6-1/2 percent for some 

kinds of claims . I ' ve seen it as high as 25 percent . 

The process goes, you turn in a claims form, which is 

kind of complicated , especially if you ' re brain damaged , 

like I am . And then you wait because the Air Force has 

a large time frame to hold that and examine it. So you 

might go -- I think it ' s 60 days. It ' s some lengthy 

time . At that point , they ' ll probably say , " Sorry ." 

And then you have an opportunity to go back and 

say , "Well , gee , you know , wait a minute . I ' ve got all 

these pictures of dead chickens ." 

The Air Force has another big t ime frame , and at 

the end of that process , if you ' re only one of the 
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works . JDO.48 
cont'd 

COLONEL GREGORY : Anybody else who hasn ' t 

spoken yet before I go back to anyone? Okay. If you 

change your mind and haven ' t spoken yet , just bring a 

card up to the table , and I ' ll get you up here . 
3005 HO 

MR . COOK : Reading the 1300 - plus pages of 

the EIS , the executive summary of the appendices , blah , 

blah , blah , there were a few moments of levity . One of 

them was provided when in the executive summary I 

encountered a statement -- this was in the print . It 

actually wasn ' t the executive summary . It ' s a preface 

where you expect an overview of the whole process and 

all that. 
-

There was a very reassuring sentence that said , 

" Readers who wish to quickly review the document and 

compare the alternativ e locations will benefit from 

Table 2 - 12 , the summary comparison table found at the 

end of Chapter 2 ." 

So I immediately went there and e xpected to find 
DO-49 

a nice , one- page table. Table 2 - 12 , t he one that you 

can use to quickly review , is 36 pages long . Each page 

contains some of the smallest font sizes and characters , 

really small , crammed in . I mean , just a n amazing thing 

that they ' re asking you , you know , to get this quick 

review . 
-
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The other thing I wanted to say was , one of the 

speakers -- it may have been Mr . Martin -- had a slide 
-

that used the phrase "possible increased subsonic 

noise ." I think several of us have shot down , you know , 
NO-24 

that belief . Whether it ' s , you know , the need for peak 

measures of noise , clearly , the DNL , the day- night 

averages , are pretty lame . The Air Force apparently = 
likes to link that with the percentage of people that 

are annoyed , actually , highly annoyed . 

There is one figure that I really like that I 

could use to show that 20 percent of the people around 

NO-77 
here , you know , would be highly annoyed , you know , by 

one of the scenarios , and the figure undoubtedly omits 

the fact that here in the mountains we ' re used to , you 

know , very minimal ambient noise and peaceful 

tranquility . 
-

Anyway , sadly , one of the regions in Otero County-

that the Air Force sees as suffering the greatest noise 

impact -- they assign a DNL under Scenario H5 to this 

region , the highest subsonic noise level in the whole 

thing -- sadly , that ' s in a proposed wilderness national 
LU-4 

monument area known as Otero Mesa south of here . Also, 

I think Timberon can be expected to get some of these 

really high noise levels . Anyway , tha t ' s all . 
-

COLONEL GREGORY : Any new speakers? All 
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some archeological sites , again , listed in the 

historical record , and there is nothing documenting any 

specific studies that were done there_ Those are frail_ 

Those are very , very delicate things _ As Walt pointed CU-II 
cont'd 

out , if you get these focused booms or any kind of boom 

over these areas where you find these very frail 

structures , they ' re going to be damaged significantly 

forever , folks , forever _ 

Again , this is our mountains_ This is our home _ 

This is my retirement place _ I want quiet _ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Has anyone changed their 

mind and want to speak? I don ' t see anybody new , so, 

ma l am, come on back. 

Again , if you change your mind and want to speak 

and haven ' t had a chance to do so yet , just bring me a 

card up here_ We still have about 20 minutes left_ 

Another three for you on the clock _ 
3006 HO 

MS _ HUNT : We ' re all here over the impact of 

the F- 35 on our hearing _ The last career that I had was 

in measuring occupational health hearing and pulmonary 

function tests , things like that _ 
-

So my big concern is , I ' ve seen how people lose 

their hearing , and my question is : If the F- 35 -- since 

NO-6S 
we have had so little information about it , if the Air 

Force does bring in this F- 35 , are you going to be 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Page 68 

willing to do the hearing examinations for people and 

beJ 
NO-6S 
conf'd 

responsible for loss of hearing as a result of that? 

Because you can measure hearing , and you can measure 

hearing a year later _ 

So would say this: If the Air Force won ' t do 

it , I ' ll do it , and we ' ll do free hearing tests and do 

baseline levels, and we ' ll do hearing tests in the 

mountains , and we ' re going to have documented evidence 

that perhaps the Air Force needs to provide a lot of 

hearing aids _ So thanks _ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Any new speakers? 
3001 HO 

MS _ KAZOR : Just quickly , a follow - up with 

what Sandra was talking about , I was able to -- very , 
-

very quickly and forgive me _ I don ' t have it right 

here , but in the appendices they talk about the fact 

that the Department of Defense has recognized that the 

F- 35 is a new machine , a new animal , producing new types 

of noises and decibels , volumes , or whatever else you 

want to call it _ In the appendices -- forgive me , I 

can ' t do the numbers , but the Department of Defense is NO-SO 

requiring some type of hearing analysis be done in areas 

in which decibel levels are at a certain level _ When I 

was doing the reading as I was driving down here 

tonight , I believe that decibel level reading rate was 

-- I can ' t remember -- somewhere around 80 or something 
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like that ; that if you ' re continually exposed to that , 

then there has to be a study done concerning the decibel 
NO-SO 

levels in that area. cont'd 

So , Sandra , I wanted to get some information 

there . That was the oh , a little bit of levity too . -

Steve was talking about levity . Everyone here is 

concerned about domestic animals , so immediately I went 

to the section on domestic animals , and I was cracking 
-

up. They have this section on wildlife and domestic 

animals , and they ' re going on about how wildlife and 

domestic animals will habituate to noise . Again , these 

studies were done in the 1980s . 

Well , I looked into those studies , and , again , I BI-9 

want to emphasize wildlife and domestic animals . The 

study that they cited , they base their research on 

mountain goats , raptors , and deer. I don ' t think any of 

those are domestic animals . So anyway , it was a great 
-

literature review , full of fun , and I enjoyed it . 

COLONEL GREGORY : All right . 

Mr. Rinderknecht . 

MR . RINDERKNECHT : My name is Les 
3013 HO 

Rinderknecht . I think most of you know me , or you ' ve at 

least heard about me. I hope it ' s not bad. 

I really have not read this , I haven ' t studied 

this , so I can ' t make any qualified comments , as some of 
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you may have . I am the president of the board of 

directors for Sivells Baptist Camp. We have the 

Sacramento Methodist Assembly . 

We have kids up on high roads . We have kids that 

are walking the lines up there , and I worry about those 

kids constantly, without any sonic booms . Something I 

think that all of us -- I would really like the Air 

Force and our military personnel that are here to know 

that I don ' t think that they will find many places where 

they are more supported than they are in this area here 

in the mountains . We think the world of our military. 

We think they do a wonderful job , and we ' re proud of 

them, all of them. 
-

Really , these problems that we ' re concerned with , 

I have seven bulls out in the front of my house , and one 

of those bulls , don ' t like going into the pasture with 
BI-5 

him anyway , and surely don ' t want to be anywhere in 

the pasture when we have a sonic boom . There are 

genuine concerns . -
I agree with everything these people have said 

tonight , but it ' s not against the Air Force or against 

you people , of course , because we ' re definitely in 

support of our military , and we realize that you have to 

have training somewhere , but I think all of these 

problems really need to be addressed so that we can 
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alternatives in Arizona or Idaho . We just can ' t do it . 

We don ' t have the information . 

The whole purpose of the NEPA process is to let 

us make a decision , let us see it , let the Air Force see 
Np·29 

it , and then make a reasonable decision based on cont'd 

information . So when they make a document that ' s full 

of fluff and does not have the numbers we need , well , it 

makes a mockery of the process . Thank you . I ' m 

finished . -
COLONEL GREGORY : Any more first - time 

speakers? Any reattacks at this point? Well , we still 

have about ten minutes . Ms . Harms and are going to 

stay up here. I ' m going to recess the hearing in a 

minute , but if you change your mind and want to say 

anything else , put a comment on the record , we ' ll be 

here. Just come on up , let me know. I will reconvene 

the hearing right here , and she will get your comments 

down , and they will become part of the formal record . 

Before I recess the hearing , let me say , I want 

t o thank you for your time and interes t in this F- 35A 

Training Basing EIS proposal and remind you that tonight 

is not the end of your opportunity to participate in 

this process. Again , comment sheets are available at 

the registration table . You can turn these sheets in 

tonight , mail them, fax them later . All the addresses 
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are on the sheets . The mailing address is there . 

The Air Force welcomes public comments in writing 

at any time during this environmental impact analysis 

process , and to receive timely consideration of your 

comments , please make sure you get them in by March the 

14th , 2012 . 

With that , I ' m going to recess the hearing , not 

adjourn. Sir? 
3014 HO 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER : When you say " get 

them in ," do they have to be postmarked or received by 

then? 

MS . TAYLOR : Postmarked . 

COLONEL GREGORY : I ' m going to recess . If 

you want to make -- Mr. Ward. 

MR . WARD : Just one . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Okay . 
3011 HO 

MR . WARD : I ' d like to wrap this up with 

maybe a not - too - amusing story . 13 years ago , 14 years 

ago , I was living in Carlsbad , and I found thi s Honda 

Gold Wing , and I went ahead and bought it , and I had to 

go up to Albuquerque to the credit union to get the 

money . 

So I hopped on that sucker , and I was hooking it . 

For the people who know , between Carlsbad and 

Albuquerque , I made it in three and a half hours . I was 
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MS . KIM FORNOF 

Also Present : 
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Fi eld Representative , Senator Bingaman 

MS . JUDY STUBBS 
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National Park Service 
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activity . 

Something you may not know , and I don ' t know how 

necessary this would be , but we do have two pretty 

decent dormitory facilities at the Air Center . One is GE·3 
cont'd 

not being used at all , and the other will be vacated 

within the next year , and they ' re quite adequate . 

So again , personally I would welcome Roswell 

being a part of this nation ' s air defense program 

through being an auxiliary location. Thank you . -
COLONEL GREGG : Thank you , Ms . Stubbs . 

Maybe that was a comment being phoned in . I don ' t know . 

Anyone else? At this time , I ' ll recess the 

hearing , and Ms. Harms and I will remain here to take a 

comment . If anyone present changes their mind and wants 

to make a comment or if we have a late arrival and that 

person wants to make a comment , we ' re here. 

So at this time , before I recess the hearing , let 

me advise the three of you who are here , just so you 

know we ' ve mentioned this a couple of times , but I 

want to foot - s t omp it -- this is not the end of your 

opportunity to participate in this environmental review 

process . Again , written comment sheets are available at 

the registration table. You can turn these in tonight , 

fax or mail them later . The mailing address and I 

believe the fax number is printed on those sheets , and 
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the Air Force wi ll welcome comments in writing at any 

time during this process , but please get those 

postmarked by March the 14th , 2012 . 

At this time , this hearing is adjourned . 

(Recess taken from 6 : 34 p . m. to 8 : 00 p . m., 

a n d c l osing remarks follow : ) 

COLONEL GREGORY : There being no more 

speakers , this hearing is adjourned . 

(The heari ng was adjourned at 8 : 00 p . m.) 

* * * * * 
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coming from a hundred miles away or can be heard _ No , 

I NO-25 

J,on.'. 
it isn ' t . They ' re often over our house and close by _ 

So that ' s an issue that many people don ' t know but many 

] NO-6 

detrimental to the public health and well - being and our ]SA-16 
safety also , having these trainers over our heads , our 

SA-I 
homes _ 

do know now , and it ' s affecting many , and it will be 

-
And there ' s constitutional laws that are involved 

in this and amendments that are involved and that have 

not been addressed when all this has come into our 

communities . 

Furthermore , there ' s other missions coming in NP-43 

here aside from this , where , like again , what ' s done 

here in New Mexico couldn ' t be done elsewhere . Those 

things have come in here with no EA, no EIS , but it ' s 

here , and it ' s against NEPA federal law. -
COLONEL GREGORY : All right . Thank you , 

ma ' am . We ' re back in recess . 

(Recess taken from 6 : 37 p . m. to 6 : 42 p . m., 

and a separate comment fo l lows : ) 

COLONEL GREGORY : I am reconvening the 

hearing because another gentleman has elected to make a 

statement . It ' s Mr. Schuster. Sir , the floor is yours. 

As I told the previous speaker , I didn ' t go 

through all of the ground rules , because there were no 
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speakers , but to be fair to everyone , we limit the 

comments to three minutes , and I can be a little 

flexible . I don ' t see time as an issue tonight , but 

I ' ll let you know when you have got about a minute left . 

If you need to say more and no one else is in line to 

speak , I ' ll give you another three minutes . 

MR . SCHUSTER : I appreciate it . 

COLONEL GREGORY : The floor is yours. 
3017 HO 

MR . SCHUSTER : I thank you for the 

opportunity to be able to come here to speak this 

evening. That the Air Force provided this opportunity , 

I appreciate that . We do support the Air Force , and 

myself , I am a veteran , actually . 

One of the concerns I had in Mr. Martin ' s 

presentation , he mentioned the noise , which I believe is ] 

probably of real concern to most of the residents here 

NO-I 

in this area. He mentioned the 65 DNL , which is an ] 

average , and I told him, in my opinion , that ' s somewhat NO-4 

misleading by the way they do that . 

-
He said it does show in the document . I asked 

him if they show the ca l culations of how they arrived at 

that 65 DNL , that obviously there must be a min and a NO-28 

max number and they averaged that out , but I didn ' t see 

t hat. He said it is somewhere in that document . 
-

But I told him that I think , really , the public 
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District 12 for Luke Air Force Base ; and John Nelson , 

Senator , together we are in 100 percent agreement in 

support that we will continue to fight and do whatever is GE-3 
cont'd 

possible and necessary to help Luke , not only to help but 

to make sure that it is strong and it continues to be that 

bedrock in this community . -
Let me tell you that the support , the elected 

support , from around this area , the West Valley , and the 

community is second to none. The amount of support that 

we as legislators receive from the community on behalf of 

Luke as to how vital it is is second to none . I reiterate 

that . And so I wanted -- we want to make sure that the 

community knows and those that are decision makers that 

they understand that we want to make sure that Luke Air 

Force stays strong , whatever is necessary and within the 

land uses , and that Luke Air Force continues , that we do 

our part so that they will continue to be always able as 

their motto or as their words , "Able , Willing , and Ready " 

to send support staff allover the world . 

And with that , as I said , on behalf of the t hree 

legislators , we want to show our uncompromising support 

for Luke and the future here in the West Valley . 

Thank you. 

COL . GREGORY : Thank you . Ms . Maria Baier , 

Arizona State Land Commissioner . Ms . Baier . The floor is 
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yours . 
3024 LU 

MS. MARIA BAIER : Good evening. For the record , 

my name is Marie Baier . I serve as the Arizona State Land 

Commissioner . And as such I am the landlord to 9 . 3 

million acres across the state of Arizona , incl uding lands 

adjacent to and near Luke Air Force Base , Aux- 1 , the 

Goldwater range and many training routes as well as most 

of the other military installations across the state of 

Arizona . In total , we manage about 13 percent of the 

surface area of the state of Arizona . So we ' re a 

significant player in land use issues across the state and 

certainly in this vicinity . 

And I just wanted to say that we support the 

selection of Luke as the site for the F- 35 and vow to be 

good neighbor and a supportive neighbor in working with 

the base in the various jurisdictions to ensure that state 

trust lands are used for projects that would be compatible 

with the proposed new mission . So we are big supporters ] 

of the F- 35 corning here and look forward to working with GE-3 

all of you to that end . 

Thank you very much . 

COL . GREGORY : Ms . Lisa Atkins , chair of the 

Governor ' s Military Affairs Commission . Ms . Atkins . Mind 

t he cords . 
3025 LU 

MS . LISA ATKINS : Good evening , for the record , 
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not including all the other military installations . 

Okay . One contract with one of these military 

contractors would equal what we ' re getting from Luke Air 

SO·16 
cont'd 

Force Base without the pollution , without the noise , and 

without the loss in property value which has been -- which 

is unfortunately befalling all of the state by some 12 to 

20 , 000 acres being basically put into non- production in 

order to protect Luke Air Force Base . -
Thank you. 

COL . GREGORY : Thank you , ma ' am . Mr . Bill 

Walschlaeger of West Valley Golf Course . Mr . 

Walschlaeger . Ms . Margaret Blackmon . Ms . Blackmon . Mr . 

Ron Douglas. Mr . Douglas . Mr . Scott Roberts . Mr. 

Roberts . There we go . 
3042 LU 

MR . SCOTT ROBERTS : My name is Scott Roberts , 
-

R- o - b - e - r - t - s. These statements are made about the facts 

of the environmental impact study , not against the F- 35 . 

Pueblo Mi rage , which I am the owner of , is an active adult 

community with nearly 3 , 000 residents . Currently our 

property is out side of t he 65 DB rating based off of t he 
LV·6 

F- 16 ' s flight pattern . 

Based on figure 12 , page 43 , of the EIS , land use 

noise contours , scenario 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , and 6 put us inside 

the 65 DB rating contours . The rating contours to the 

north are actually substantially increased while the 
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rating of the 65 DB rating to the south is actually 

decreased . So it ' s obvious that the F- 35 is going to make 

a dramatic impact on all the area to the north . 

We currently have 3 , 000 residents inside of our 

community that are living outside of the 65 DB rating . 

The F- 35 is going to put all of those residents inside 

this 65 DB rating . We heard earlier today that the 

federal government considers any area within the 65 DB 

rating not compatible for land or residential use. This 

creates our concern . 

We have very many residents in our community that 

support F- 35 , a lot of you , of course , support F- 35 . We 

are just concerned about the actual facts of the 

environmental impact study saying that pretty much under 

every scenario , our property will be impacted at the 65 DB 

rating which it currently isn ' t impacted . -
Thank you . 

COL . GREGORY : Thank you . Mr . Woody Thomas . Mr . 

Thomas . Woody Thomas . Mr . Barry Wong , former Arizona 

legislator . 

LV·6 
cont'd 

3043 LU 
MR . BARRY WONG : Thank you , sir . 

COL . GREGORY : The floor is yours . 

MR. BARRY WONG : Thank you for t he opportunity to 

speak for the record . 

My name ' s Barry Wong . That ' s B, as in boy , 
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speak in support of it . JGE.3 
cont'd 

Thank you . 

COL. GREGORY : Thank you. Anyone else who ' s not 

had an opportunity to speak yet? Anyone else? Sir? 

We ' ll have to get you to fill out a card . 

Thank you . The floor is yours . 
3054 LU 

MR . LARRY SCRUGGS : I wasn ' t going to say 

anything , but the last speaker happened to hit one of my 

last frazzled nerves that I ' ve got. The press wants to 

sensationalize . They want to sell newspapers . And they 

always take the attack similar to that , " The F- 35 is going 

to be twice as loud as the F- 16 . " And something else that 

I also thought of because there ' s still a lot of people 

here . I think probably most everybody that ' s left would 

be ambassadors for the program . And how many of us , you 

know , have a background in sound and electronics and then 

what have you . 

Here ' s something that i f you go to explain this -

to your friends and neighbors after they read that it ' s 

going to be twice as loud as the F- 16 , the human ear can 

only respond to a 3 DB increase in sound . So what I ' m 
NO·9 

saying is if you have 6 DB and your radio is planning or 

whatever , you turn that to 9 DB , that ' s -- huma n ear will 

only perceive an increase after 3 DB . So what this really 

means is the 9 DB , picture a very small incremental 
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increase from the first 3 DB . And if you can , you know , 

hear another perceptible increase , that ' s 6 DB . 3 DB 

more , yet another small -- and I think that goes to what 

NO·9 
cont 'd Lisa Atkins was saying because she said she heard them at 

Eglin , I guess . So let ' s try to debunk that over the 

press . They ' ll , you know , get with that rather than 

coming out and making irrespons i ble statements like it ' s , 

you know , twice as loud as the F- 16 . -
Thank you. 

COL . GREGORY : Thank you . Anyone else who hasn ' t 

had an opportunity to speak yet? Mr . Wong , I have time 

for one quick reattempt . 
3043 LU 

MR. BARRY WONG : I thought I would be up again. 

Barry Wong . 

For the record , I think it ' s important for me to 

put on the record two points I missed earlier . One is 

with our international partners . You mentioned nine 

countries that have all -- our allies have purchased the 

F- 35 is that with them coming to train here , I just want 

t o make -- let the decision makers know that we have a 

vibrant international community in Arizona . Whether 

Americans that have traveled abroad to support 

international efforts or foreign nationals that live here 

and work here , people that part i cipate in many sister 

cities programs we have among the different cities is that 
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speakers , this hearing is adjourned . Thank you . 

(Hearing adjourned) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

(The following are oral comments rece i ved by 

the Court Reporter outside of the presence 

of the hearing officer before the hearing 

commenced . ) 

3055 LU 

ROCHELLE SWARTZ : The p l anes fly right over my 

house , sometimes four at a time . And I appreciate the 

fact that they ' re up there protecting me . I know some 

people kind of resent it . Some of my neighbors don ' t care 

for it. But , you know , I look at the greater good. But ] NO-6 

yet I want to keep my hearing safe . Don ' t want my house l 

walls shaking and cracking , house walls and celllngs and NO-U 

foundations and stuff cracking and breaklng and all that 

from the vibra t ion. Okay . 

And is this going to take away from my already 

}-, depleted property value? You know , I mean , I have the 

noise now . But with more noise , is that going to 

negatively affect it even more? 

And then I was concerned . I don ' t have 
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livestock . I have a bird and two cats . But I was brought 

up on a farm . And I know anything and everything scares 
BI-5 

chickens . They ' re kind of brainless creatures . But I cont'd 

was , you know , concerned about the horses and the cows and 

that kind of stuff that they ' re not unduly stressed . 
-

And that ' s about it . I just want to have a nice 

}, compromise so everybody can be happy . But yet I don ' t 

want to -- I don ' t want to lose on my house ' s value . I 

mean , it ' s like bought my house in 2004 , and it ' s worth 

like half . So , you know , I just want things to go well . 

And I understand that Tucson is an alternative 

location , and I think there ' s one in North or South 

Carolina. And Tucson would also keep the money in the 

state . But I understand that one place is going to be 

like a training center which they want Luke to be . And 

the other one an actual like fake combat center or such , 

for want of a better description . 

And I think I would kind of like it as a training 

center more than , which is what they ' re proposing now . 

You know , but it ' s just that sound , the level of the soun

J 
that concerns me . Can they put a muffler on l t? Would NO-20 

cut down on the sound? Go to any car dealershlp . They 

can do it ; right . 
3037 LU 

HARRY COOK : My name is Harry Cook . I' m a 

retired marine . I ' m here to support the F- 35 . Based on ] GE-3 
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because ri g htJAM_3 

pilots within NO-62 

coot'd 

(The fol l owing is an oral comment made after 

formal hearing was concluded outside the 

presence of the hearing officer . ) 

3057 LU 
SHARON PAGE: My name is Sharon Page , P- a - g - e . 

I ' m a registered nurse with Banner Health , and I would 

like to say that the nurses at Banner Heal t h love to take 

care of military families . 

I ' ve been living here 15 years. I enjoy having 

military families as my neighbors and having my son attend 

school with military families . We really enjoy -- they 

bring richness beyond measure to our community , and I ' ve 

learned to have a new appreciation for the mili t ary living 

}, amongst them, and so we don ' t want to see them go . And 

hope they stay, and I hope we get the F- 35 project here 

because it means a lot to our community , and we rea l ly , 

tru l y appreciate all of you . Thank you . 

(Public Hearing and Oral comments concluded) 
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PUBLIC HEARING/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

BEFORE HEARING OFFICER 

COL . RON GREGORY 
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February 14 , 2012 

6 : 00 p . m. 
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Certified Reporter 
Certification No . 50663 
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session . It ' s an opportunity for you to put on the record 

your views and your concerns about the proposal that you 

want the decision makers to consider. Any questions that 

you pose during your comments will become part of the 

record and will be considered . 

After we ' re finished with the formal part of 

this , Air Force reps will continue to be available to 

discuss things with you over in the other room where all 

the posters are set up. And with that , I ' ll call our 

first speaker . 

Mayor Mook . 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
3058 LU 

MAYOR LANA MOOK : Before I get started tonight , I 

would like to introduce a few people who serve with me on 

our council . So when I call your name , holler out or 

raise your hand so people know who you are. 

Council Member James McPhetres over there by the 

wall ; Council Member and Vice Mayor David Shapera -- Lynn , 

where are you? Lynn Selby , council member , there he is . 

I know that Joe Ramirez is home sick with the flu. Anyone 

else here? Oh , Jack Palladino , stand up , Jack . There he 

is . Okay . I think that ' s it , isn ' t it? Oh , Roy Delgado , 

there he is. Than k you , council member . 

I' ve been asked tonight to talk about regional 

cooperation . So I , too , am going to read a prepared 
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statement here so that it all gets into the record . 

The cities and towns located within the vicinity 

of Luke Air Force Base have successfully worked together 

over several decades to help ensure responsible land use 

planning around the air base . Most recently , the 

communities near Luke Air Force Base formed the West 

Valley Partners to retain appropriate federal 

representation in Washington , DC , to advocate for funding , 

legislation , and awareness . These communities are 

Avondale , Buckeye , El Mirage , Glendale , Gila Bend , 

Goodyear , Litchfield Park , Maricopa County , Peoria , 

Phoenix , Surprise , Tolleson , Wickenburg , and Youngtown . 

The goal of the West Valley Partners is to 

preserv e the current and future missions at Luke Air Force 

Base . Over the past few years , these efforts have 

resulted in over $11 , 000 , 000 in federal appropriations to 

the base and to the Barry M. Goldwater range. 

Furthermore , elected officials in all 91 Arizona 

cities and towns have signed a resolution supporting the 

future mission of Luke Air Force Base . The Luke Forward 

campaign will continue until the first squadron of F- 35s 

arrives here at Luke . 

In October 2009 as part of the West Valley 

lGE.3 

here 

Partners ' efforts , they kicked off Luke Forward , a 

statewide campaign focused on securing the new F- 35 
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at the base . The purpose of the Luke Forward campaign is 

to send a clear , consistent , and strong message to the 

Department of Defense that Arizona strongly supports Luke 
GE-3 

Air Force Base as the nation ' s premier fighter training cont'd 

facility and will continue to raise this awareness of 

Luke ' s critical role in national defense and our state ' s 

economy . -
The Basis Community Initiatives Team, an 

operation unique to the Air Force at Luke , meets regularly 

with local and state officials , community groups , Sky 

Harbor airport , the FAA officials to coordinate and plan 

as well as identify and address issues before they become 

problematic. 

Luke Air Force Base is also an active member of 

the Phoenix aviation users working group which holds 

quarterly meetings. This forum allows enhanced 

communication between the base and local , state , and 

federal airspace agencies . These meetings have produced 

multiple examples of coordination such as the seamless 

flow of fighter aircraft to and from Goldwater range 

airspace south of the base . Commercial flights routinely 

stay above the fighter corridor without any conflicts . 

So as you can see , we in the West Valley have a 

we l GE-3 
unique working relationship with Luke Air Force Base . 

want Luke to remain the best training base for fighter 
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pilots in the world and to train the majority of F-35 

J
GE_3 
cont'd pilots . Please help us send that message to the 

Department of Defense. 

Thank you . 

COL . GREGORY: Thank you , ma ' am . Next , 

Representative Debbie Lesko . 
3059 LU 

REP . DEBBIE LESKO : For the record , my name is 

State Representative Debbie Lesko . I ' m the house majority 

whip in the Arizona legislature . I represent parts of 

Glendale , parts of Peoria , all of Sun City , all of 

Youngtown . And if I get reelected , I ' ll be representing 

El Mirage as well with the new redistricting . 
-

I want to say publicly that I support the F- 35 

mission here at Luke Air Force Base . I think it ' s very 

important not only for the sustainability of the base in 

the long- term future but also for the West Valley and the GE-3 

entire state . And because of that , I plan to introduce a 

resolution in the legislature in support of the F-35 

mission at Luke Air Force Base . And I ' m sure we will get 

that passed soon. -
Thank you . 

COL . GREGORY: Thank you . Mayor Georgia Lord , 

Mayor of Goodyear. 
3060 LU 

MAYOR GEORGIA LORD : Thank you . Good evening . 

I ' m Georgia Lord , the mayor of the City of Goodyear . I 
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take great pleasure in coming here tonight to support Luke 

Air Force Base ' s F- 35 mission . You know , there are many 

reasons why Luke should be selected. It just makes good 

sense because Arizona is the only state that has gone to 

the extent to adopting state law specifically designed to 

prevent the future encroachment around its military bases . 

This provided an installation such as Luke to be able to 

have this new mission . And we all know how great the 

Barry Goldwater training area is . My husband was here in _ 

the ' 60s training pilots and giving them checkouts at Luke 

Air Force Base . 

The west community , as Mayor Mook said , has 

banded together in the past to protect Luke ' s future in 

our region . And we have gone through periods of rapid 

growth together . We have remained focused on promoting 

economic development in a smart fashion in order to 

protect Luke ' s ability to carry out the mission . 

Goodyear is known as the proud protector of the 

Luke southern corridor . We committed in 2003 $3 . 5 million 

t o save 3 , 722 acres so that it would not be zoned for 

housing or businesses . It would protect the interests of 

Luke Air Force Base . 

Now as an Air Force wife following my husband 

around almost 30 years , let me tell you something that is 

extremely important we have . We have a community who 
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cares about the men and women of our forces . We have a 

community who organizes activities for them . We have 

community who absolutely donates when their needs are 

there . Whether it be food , clothing , whether it be 

school , whether it be some kind of activity that the base 

needs , we ' re there for them . 

I ' m going to tell you in a time of need when 

troops are oversees , when the men and women are fighting , 

and I have been on that other side of the wife left at 

home while my husband was gone for a year , sometimes six , 

eight months at a whack . And it ' s so important when you 

as individuals reach out a helping hand to military 

families. And that ' s what we ' ve done in the West Valley. 

We are known for that . And I just don ' t think 
the ] 
mission for GE.3 

people who 

military can find a better place to place this 

the F- 35 because you just have a vast group of 

care . 

Thank you very much for letting me have this 

opportunity . 

COL. GREGORY : Mayor Mike LeVault of Youngtown. 
3061 LU 

MAYOR MICHAEL LeVAULT : For the record , my name 

is Michael LeVault , L- e , capital V- a - u - l - t . I am the 

mayor of Youngtown. I want to start by reiterating 

something that Mayor Mook just said earlier . You know , as 

often happens , sometimes communities disagree about 
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COL . GREGORY : Mr . Charlie Freericks of OMB 

Associates . 
3063 LU 

MR. CHARLIE FREERICKS : For the record , my name 

is Charlie Freericks , F- r - e - e - r - i - c - k- s . I ' m here tonight 

representing my company , OMB Associates , Inc . Our 

company , OMB Associates , is proud to support the 

operations of Luke Air Force Base and the men and women 

who serve and train there . 
-

OMB Associates has developed two communities in 

the West Valley , both near Luke Air Force Base . And our 

residents and our company in Verrado , which is located in 
GE-3 

the town of Buckeye on the southern departure corridor, 

and Marley Park , which is located in Surprise along the 

northern departure corridor , are proud to support this 

decision on the F- 35. 
-

In addition to having these communities 

developing in the West Valley , we actually have many 

members from Luke Air Force Base , civilian and military 

employees , living in our communities . 

When our communities began development many years 

ago , we understood and appreciated the significance of 

Luke ' s operations for the West Valley and all of our 

state. In fact, we worked very closely with Rusty 

Mitchell , who ' s here somewhere this evening , and the 

civilian initiatives team -- community initiatives team . 
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Excuse me , Rusty -- starting in 1998 i n anticipation of 

zon i ng bo t h of our communities. We wanted to ensure the 

long- term compatibility with Luke Air Force Base . 

Our buyers and residents , because we took a 

lit t le bi t of an ext ra step, understand that the 

operations of Luke Air Force Base are right next door and 

active . In laymen's terms , we have pictures and exhibits 

in our community information centers explaining to people 

that there ' s a base nearby and that it ' s active. We have 

information to connect them with t he base , an information 

office there . 

In addition , in our contracts when we sell 

properties to people , to homeowners , we disclose in 

writing and we created a step working with the CIT to make 

sure that people understand that the first time they buy 

the horne and then i t ' s recorded for future sales like many 

of you have experi enced here in the West Valley . 

In spite of thousands of residents in our 

communities , we are proud to say that we have never had 

one noise complaint or compl aint of any kind against Luke 

Air Force Base , and that ' s dating back to 1 998. In fact , 

we enjoy many community partnerships with Luke Air Force 

Base similar to those described by the mayors that have 

corne up here to support the men and women of the base. 

The impor t ance of this mission to Arizona ' s 
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